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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY-- Luke 2:16-21 
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,  
and the child lying in the manger.  
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;  
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them. 

 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child;  
and he was called Jesus,  
the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

REFLECTING ON THE WORD OF GOD 

The Gospel today focuses at first on what the shepherds saw and experienced when, after 
the announcement of the angels, they hurried to the stable. There, they found exactly what 
the angels had promised- a man and a woman and a baby, Joseph, Mary and Jesus. Mary 
and Joseph must have been startled to see the shepherds running to the stable. But the 
shepherds quickly told them that they had come in response to their encounter with the 
angels. Mary and Joseph were amazed, the Gospel tells us; they were just learning that the 
news of their baby’s birth was Good News to people far beyond their own “family bubble.” And 
this was just the beginning! Jesus would change the lives of many people during his earthly 
life, and throughout history.  

And what was Mary’s response to all of this? “Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.”  Today we, with Mary, ponder. And we give thanks. 
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 
MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD 

In his homily for the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God in 2018, Pope Francis had 
this to say about the feast and the mystery we celebrate today… 

The year opens in the name of the Mother of God. Mother of God is 
the most important title of Our Lady. But we might ask why we say 
Mother of God, and not Mother of Jesus. In the past some wanted 
to be content simply with the latter, but the Church has declared 
that Mary is the Mother of God. We should be grateful, because 
these words contain a magnificent truth about God and about 
ourselves. From the moment that our Lord became incarnate in Mary, 
and for all time, he took on our humanity. There is no longer God 
without man; the flesh Jesus took from his Mother is our own, now 
and for all eternity. To call Mary the Mother of God reminds us of 
this: God is close to humanity, even as a child is close to the mother 
who bears him in her womb. 

The word mother (mater) is related to the word matter. 
In his Mother, the God of heaven, the infinite God, 
made himself small, he became matter, not only to 
be with us but also to be like us. This is the miracle, the 
great novelty! Man is no longer alone; no more an 
orphan, but forever a child. The year opens with this 
novelty. And we proclaim it by saying: Mother of God! 
Ours is the joy of knowing that our solitude has ended. 
It is the beauty of knowing that we are beloved 
children, of knowing that this childhood of ours can 
never be taken away from us. It is to see a reflection of 
ourselves in the frail and infant God resting in his 
mother’s arms, and to realize that humanity is precious 
and sacred to the Lord. Henceforth, to serve human life 
is to serve God. All life, from life in the mother’s womb 
to that of the elderly, the suffering and the sick, and to 
that of the troublesome and even repellent, is to be 
welcomed, loved and helped. 
We need to remain silent as we gaze upon the crib. Pondering the crib, we discover anew 
that we are loved; we savour the real meaning of life. As we look on in silence, we let 
Jesus speak to our heart. Only one thing is said about the Mother of God: “Mary kept all 
these things, pondering them in her heart” (Lk 2:19). She kept them. She simply kept; Mary 
does not speak… 
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 
WORLD DAY OF PEACE 

Wisdom from Pope Francis as we mark this 56TH World Day of Prayer for Peace… 
“Certainly, after directly experiencing the fragility of our own lives and 
the world around us, we can say that the greatest lesson we learned 
from Covid-19 was the realization that we all need one another. That our 
greatest and yet most fragile treasure is our shared humanity as 
brothers and sisters, children of God. And that none of us can be saved 
alone. Consequently, we urgently need to join together in seeking and 
promoting the universal values that can guide the growth of this human 
fraternity. We also learned that the trust we put in progress, technology 
and the effects of globalization was not only excessive, but turned into 
an individualistic and idolatrous intoxication, compromising the very 
promise of justice, harmony and peace that we so ardently sought. In 
our fast-paced world, the widespread problems of inequality, injustice, 
poverty and marginalization continue to fuel unrest and conflict, and 
generate violence and even wars.” 
“… at the very moment when we dared to hope that the darkest hours of the Covid-19 pandemic were over, 
a terrible new disaster befell humanity. We witnessed the onslaught of another scourge: another war, to 
some extent like that of Covid-19, but driven by culpable human decisions. The war in Ukraine is reaping 
innocent victims and spreading insecurity, not only among those directly affected, but in a widespread and 
indiscriminate way for everyone, also for those who, even thousands of kilometres away, suffer its collateral 
effects – we need but think of grain shortages and fuel prices. Clearly, this is not the post-Covid era we had 
hoped for or expected. This war, together with all the other conflicts around the globe, represents a setback 
for the whole of humanity and not merely for the parties directly involved. While a vaccine has been found for 
Covid-19, suitable solutions have not yet been found for the war. Certainly, the virus of war is more difficult 
to overcome than the viruses that compromise our bodies, because it comes, not from outside of us, but 
from within the human heart corrupted by sin (cf. Gospel of Mark 7:17-23).” 
“What then is being asked of us? First of all, to let our hearts be changed by our 
experience of the crisis, to let God, at this time in history, transform our customary 
criteria for viewing the world around us. We can no longer think exclusively of carving 
out space for our personal or national interests; instead, we must think in terms of the 
common good, recognizing that we belong to a greater community, and opening our 
minds and hearts to universal human fraternity. We cannot continue to focus simply on 
preserving ourselves; rather, the time has come for all of us to endeavour to heal our 
society and our planet, to lay the foundations for a more just and peaceful world, and 
to commit ourselves seriously to pursuing a good that is truly common.”

“In order to do this, and to live better lives after the Covid-19 emergency, we cannot ignore one fundamental 
fact, namely that the many moral, social, political and economic crises we are experiencing are all 
interconnected, and what we see as isolated problems are actually causes and effects of one another. 
Consequently, we are called to confront the challenges of our world in a spirit of responsibility and 
compassion. We must revisit the issue of ensuring public health for all. We must promote actions that 
enhance peace and put an end to the conflicts and wars that continue to spawn poverty and death. We 
urgently need to join in caring for our common home and in implementing clear and effective measures to 
combat climate change. We need to battle the virus of inequality and to ensure food and dignified labour for 
all, supporting those who lack even a minimum wage and find themselves in great difficulty. The scandal of 
entire peoples starving remains an open wound. We also need to develop suitable policies for welcoming 
and integrating migrants and those whom our societies discard. Only by responding generously to these 
situations, with an altruism inspired by God’s infinite and merciful love, will we be able to build a new world 
and contribute to the extension of his kingdom, which is a kingdom of love, justice and peace.” 

For the complete message of Pope Francis for the 56th World Day of Peace, go to: 
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/20221208-messaggio-56giornatamondiale-pace2023.html
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